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HENRY Raines, Eſq; L. L. D. 


and CnANcELLOR of the Dioceſe 
of Litchfield and Coventry. | 


SIR, 


; AD I been wholly left to my own Liberty, 
: and the Guidance and Direction of my 
private Judgment, without that Deference and 
Regard which are always due, and which I am 
bound to pay to the Commands of my & uperiours : 
no Diſcourſe or Performance of mine would ever 
have been ex pos'd to publick View. 

INDEED the Opportunity it affords me of 
making my Acknowledgments for the many Fa- 
vours I formerl received, and the great Aſſiſt- 
ance I had in my Univerſity-Education by the 
Bounty and Liberality of You and Tour good 
Family, is what 1 am particularly pleas'd with, 
«na do with the ſincereſt Gratitude return my 
moſt pablick and hearty Thanks _ 

J A. VAN IM I 


„ 
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I Do xN'T know how I ſhould be excusd 


for pr efixtug Tour Name, without Tour Leave, 


were it not for the high Eſteem Jou have always 
profeſs*d for our Excellent CHux ch and 
Conſtitution ; which is Reaſon ſufficient for me 
to believe, That no Attempt that may contribute 
to the Security and Eſtabliſhment of Her juſt 
Power and Authority, will ever meet with 
Diſcour agement from Jou; ; eſpecial ly at a Time 
when the Age abounds wh Libertines and 
Free-Thinkers of all Sorts, who would rob 
Her of Her Peace, and diveſt Her of Her un. 
doubted Privileges and Rights. 


THAT Jou may long continue 4 Bleſſing to 
Tour Family, and an Ornament to Tour Profi. 


fron ; That You may always be a ſhining Exam- 


ple of Vertue here, and receive à glorious Re. 


ward for it hereafter, a. be the conſtant 
Prayer of, 


Your moſt Obedient, and 


moſt humble Servant, 


William Baker. 


A or 8 0 viii. former part. 


But e hall receive Power, 


come upon you. 


& 


TT 
d- Il bleſſed SAVIOUR to his 


— 


=; 0 Apoſtles, juſt when He was 
1 F aaking his final Leave of em 
2 at Feruſalem , whence He 
— dad commanded them, that 


77 wal HESE : are the Words of our 


they ſhould not depart; but 3vait for the Pro- 


miſe of the FA TER. He had made it his 


Buſineſs during his Abode and Continuance 


upon Earth, to ſeparate to Himſelf a Diſci- 

plebood or Church, conſtituting them an 

Incorporation or Body Politick, with Rights 

and Privileges, Laws and Governours of 

their own, apart from the State, or any 

worldly Incorporation. It only temain'd, 
B 


That 


ter that the Holy Ghoſt 
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The Authority of the . 


Adds iv. 


_ uſurp'd not only the Spiritual, but the Se- 


That now upon His leaving them, ſome 
Care might be taken to preſerye and perpe- 
tuate that Society or Church which He had 
inſtituted by his own Authority; and that as 
it receiv'd not its Being from the Secular 
powers, ſo it might not be liable to Be in- 
vaded by them. This He did by inveſting 
them with the Power mention'd in my Text, 
to do the Work of the Miniſtry in their ſe- 
veral Capacities, and to exerciſe that Juriſ- 
diction, and Authority, which He had given 
them, notwithſtanding the Secular Powers 
ſhould reſtrain and forbid them to ſpeak at 
all, or to teach in His Name, as they had 7. 
ter and Fohn before. Indeed, the ſtating of the 
Caſe about the proper Subject of Cav cu 
Power, and the Extent of it, whether Depen- 
dent or Independent on the State, is an Affair 
ſo very difficult and perplex d, that for a thou- 
ſand Years laſt paſt, there is no one Contro- 
verſy that has given more Diſturbance both 
to Church and State. From Conſtantine's En- 
trance on the Imperial Throne, for full eight 
hundred Years together, there was an happy 

Concurrence of both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil 

Powers, Oed re x) dvb, curdeZporle, as the 

42d Novel expreſſes it; till Pope Hildebrand, 

about the latter End of the XIth Century, 
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cular Sword, to the manifeſt Injury both 
of the Biſnops and the Emperor; the former 
having an equal Right of Juriſdiction with 
himſelf, and the latter till then, being wich- 
out a Competitor, ſo far as related to any 
juſt Claim upon his temporal Authority. 
What happen d here in England upon the Re- 
formation of our Church, under the Reign of 
K. Henry VIII, when the Supremacy was tran- 
ſlated, and an Abdication made of the Papal 
Power, Few of this Nation want to be in- 
form'd: But the Matter was never ſo much 
controverted as at, and ſince, the Revolution, 
upon what Occaſion every Body knows, that 
is not wholly ignorant of the particular Tranſ- 
actions of that Time. Nor will the Caſe ap- 
pear, ſhould we deſcend to ne preſent Time, 
to be much alter'd for the better, if we conſi- 
der our Eraſtian on the one Hand, and our 
Modern Hereticks on the other: The former 
allowing us no Manner of Authority, but 
what we are oblig' d to the Civil Miagiſtrate 
for; and the latter accuſing us, as depriving 
Nen of their private Fudgment, and deny ing 
them the Privilege of Thinking and Judging 
for themſelves, and that too in Matters of the 
neareſt Concernment to their eternal Welfare. i 
Nov, to remove the Prejudices which un- _ 
ſealonable Men may have conceiv'd againſt 

— our 


\ 


SE — > 


\ 


"F be "Authority of t the Suden 5 


LF wack A . -& 1 2225 5 * 


dur Cad * cuand Criacy anden Ac- 
oi count. 


| I S114: .1 beg Leaye in the felt Place, 


I. To enquire into the Nature of that 

Auborii which our Cuunx c main- 
— tains, and how neceſſury it is to the 
| very Being and Subſiſtence of it. 


II. IWIII ſhew, That the Authority of 
the CHURCH deprives no Man of his 
Right of private Fudgment, or of the 
Privilege of Thinking and Judging for 
himſelf. And, 


III. Tra it is not deſtructive of, but 
very conſiſtent with the Authority of the 


Secular eMegiſtrate. And, 


1. To explain the Nature of the Aube 
rity of the CHR] It is not neceſſuy 
to conſider Her in Her internal and inviſible 

State, as She is ſubject to Cuts x alone, 
Her Supream Head and Governour, She be- I. 
ing, as ſuch, abſolutely exempted from all MW Cnr 
earthly Power and Dominion of Men, and  remo 
ſo uncapable of admitting any other. Nor 


need we conſider Her with relation to that 
| extraoſ- 


: 
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extraordinary Power and Authority which 
the Prophets and Apoſtles were poſſeſs'd of, 
and which, during their reſidence upon Earth, 
Vas peculiar to them alone, and not com- 
municated to any other. It being ſufficient 
to the Matter in Hand to conſider Her i in 
Her external and viſible State, endued with 
that ordinary and common Power, which is 
inherent in, and inſeperable from Her, which 
She originally derivd from CuRIST Him- 
ſelf, and which, in Conformity to his Will, 
the Governours of the Cuvxch have al- 
ways exercis d in the Management and Re- 
gulation of the Affairs of it. The Authority 
therefore which we of the Church of Eng- 
land aſcribe to Her, is, as Her XXth Article 
expreſſes it, A Power to decree Rites 
* and Ceremonies, and Authority in Con- 
© troverſies of FatTH.” And as another 
Article further adds, A Power of cutting 
Men off from the Unity of the Cuuncn, 
* and after S made, of reſtor⸗ 
ing them to it again. And, 


1. WErE there no other Proof of the 
Cuvnc s Power to decree Rites and Ce- 
remonies, than that ſingle Precept, That all 1 
Things be done decently and in Order; no men- 1 
tion being made at the ſame Time, what 


eb--T> 


The Authorit y of the Cavkrcn 


thoſe particular Things are which would 
beſt conduce to the Preſervation of 'em, that 
alone, One would think, might be judg'd ſuf. 
ficient : And if ſome Rites and Ceremonies 
are abſolutely neceſſary to Order and De- 
Cency, it is not to be concejv'd, how that 
Order and Decency are to be preſerved, un- 
leſs a Power were lodg'd in the Governors 
of the Cyuurcu of preſcribing and enacting 
ſuch Ceremonies and Rites, as They in their 
Judgments ſhall determine to be moſt proper 
and conducible to that End ; eſpecially, if it 
be conſider d, That 5 ſome Ceremo- 


nies and Rites, the publick Worſhip of Go» 


cannot poſſibly be perform'd, which is ſo eſ- 
ſential to the very Being of a viſible Cuuncu, 
that when that ceaſes, ſo muſt the Church 
too; the regular and orderly Worſhip of Goy, 
being the very Thing that conſtitutes aud 
makes Her what She is, But, 


2. Tun Authority of the Cuvrca in 


| Controverſies of FAT K „is what Her great- 
eſt Adverſaries would fain deprive Her of 


An Authority, as they pretend, not only 
abſurd in itſelf, and diſclaim'd by our Dil: 
ſenters of all Denominations, but real) 
Nothing better than a popiſh Uſurpatio, 


and procur'd by the Fraud and "ond 


Proyeg 


th 
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Her Prieſts. Whereas, the Authority which 
our Cnunxcn maintains, is ſo eſſentially and 
fundamentally inherent in Her, as appears \ 
from abundant Teſtimony from Reaſon and . | . 
Scripture, as well as from the conſtant Prac- 
tice of all National Churches, and particular 
Sects in every Age, and all Places of the 
World; that were She but once diveſted of 
it, She could be no longer a Church without 5 
it. For as ſure as it is that Doubts and Con- 
troverſies about religious Matters have, and 
may ariſe in ours, as well as in other Church- 
es, by the Reſolution of which Doubts, the 
peace and Unity of the CH URC is pre- 
ſerv'd : So it undeniably follows, That ſome- 
where or other there muſt be a Power of fi- 
nally determining about the Truth or Falſe- 
hood of em. Now, the only Rule of Farrn, 
the ſupreme Judge in all Controverſies, the 
original Teſt, the Standard which We of the 
Cnc of England bring all our Doctrines 
to, is the WorD of Gop, the Holy Scxi- 
PTURES, Againſt which the Cx uR cu Her- 
ſelf has no Authority to determine any 
hing: And We ſolemnly promiſe at our 
Ordination, to teach Nothing (as requir'd 
of Neceflity to eternal Salvation) but what o 


e are perſuaded may be concluded and N 
Ol proved by SCRIPTURE, 
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Heb. x11. 
7, 9, 17. 


Now, herein lies the main Streſs and 
Difficulty of the Caſe, How that ſhould be 
the Rule to decide -Controverſies by; which 
in ſuch Diſputes is always pleaded on both 
Sides? And how the ScRIH TVU rt ſhould 
be the Judge in Controverſies of Farrn, 
when Nothing can be reputed Aa Contro- 
verſy of Falr n, any further than upon 
Account of the Plea and Foundation it m 
has from thence for being ſo? Allowing fu 
therefore, that in every ſuch Controverſy it fic 
may be doubted, on which Side the Scripture or 
ſeemes moſt to incline ; Is it not neceſſuy er 
that a Power of Determining ſhould be ſome- MW tu; 
where to be found? And where ſo properly for 
as in the Governors of the Cuuxck, who are MW the 
ſtyld, the Miniſters of bis Ilord, and Steward: Po 
of bis «Myſteries, whoſe: peculiar.Bufineſs and 
Employment it has always been from their 
Youth up until now, to ſearch and ſtudy the 
Holy -Sex1pTUREs ; and conſequently, may 
reaſonably be ſuppos d to be beſt quality'd to 
be intruſted with it. TWwas with them that 
Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. i. 13. was depo- 
ſited, as the proper Perſons to direct us about 
any Doubts or Scruples that may ariſe con: 
cerning the Truth of any Doctrine: And c. 
cordingly the Apoſtle directed the Hebrew", 

to follow the Faith of thoſe that had the Rule of 
them; not to be carried about with diver: and 
lr aft 
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ſtrange Dodrines ; but to obey them that had the 
Rule over them, and ſubmit themſelves ; for they 
watch for your Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an 
Account, that they may do it with Foy, and not 
with Grief. And when our bleſſed Sa vioux, 
by Virtue of that abſolute Power that was 
given to Him by his FAr HER, ſent His Diſ- 
ciples, as His FaTazr had ſent Him, He com- 
manded them, to Go and teach all Nations, i. e. 
furniſh'd them with Power and Authority ſut- 
ficient to make Diſciples of them ; and not 
only ſo, but promis'd to be with them always, 
even to the End of the World, 1. e. to perpe- 
tuate the ſame to them, and their Succeſſors 
for ever after 'em. And that the Governors of 
the Cuunxch always had, and exercis'd this 
Power and Authority, Her conſtant Practice, 
the beſt Interpreter of Her Right, from Her 
Infancy down to the preſent Time, does 
abundantly evince; there being no - one 
Church, or Sect whatſoever, ſince the firſt 
KY Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, as were 
eaſy to ſhew, if there were Occaſion, but 
What in their Councils, and by their Decrees 
and Canons have claim'd and exercisd it; all 
che Difference among the Reformed Churches 
being only ſome leſs eſſential Points of Faith, 
and ſome particular Ceremonies and Rites of 
Worſhip, enacted by Virtue of that ſame Pow - 
er and Authority which we are contending ſor, 
C and 


Matth. 
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and which our Church aſſerts in Her XXXIV* 
Article, © Every Particular or National 
Church is inveſted with, to ordain, change, 
c and aboliſh Ceremonies and Rites, ordain- 
« ed only by Man's Authority; ſo that all 
*« Things be done to edifying. But, 


3. As no Body-Corporate whether Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Civil can poſſibly ſubſiſt, be its 
Laws and Conſtitutions ever ſo good, with- 
out a Power of Animadverting upon the 
Tranſgreſſors of them, ſo Cuxisr, who can- 
not be ſuppos'd to have been wanting to his 
Church in any Thing neceſſary to Her Pre- 
ſervation and Defence, hath, upon every no- 
torious Scandal or Offence given, committed 
a Power to his Miniſters and Vicegerents of 
cutting Men off, and excluding them from 
the Unity and Communion of the Cnunxch; 
a Power in itſelf purely Spiritual and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical, given Us for Edification, and not 

2 Cor. x. 8. for your Deſtruction ; and tho' attended in- 
deed with ſome temporal Diſabilities, as a 
proper Enforcement of ſpiritual Cenſure; 
yet this being entirely owing to the Secular 
Powers, who have indulg'd us the Privilege, 
as expedient and neceſſary, they can be no 
reaſonable ObjeRion againſt it. For tho, in 

tome Caſes, our Eccleſiaſtical Superiours have 


an external, co-ercive Power, piouſly grant- 
| ed 
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ed by the Favour of our Princes, and Wit- 
dom of our Law-givers, as a Reſtraint upon 
thoſe, who would be otherwiſe regardleſs of 
purely Spiritual, and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; 
yet ſince they do not claim it as eſſential to 
their Office, or originally inherent in, and 
inſeparable from it, this can be no juſt 
Matter of Complaint, nor charg'd upon 
them as aſpiring to be Lords over Go p's 
Heritage, or arrogating to themſelves any 
external or temporal Power, either directly 
or indirectly, ſo as to force Men to Obedi- 
ence, whether they will or no. All the Pow- 
cr they claim hath Nothing to do with the 
Bodies or Eſtates, but only with the Minds 
and Conſciences of Men, and that too not 
by Way of abſolute Sovereignty and Domi- 
nion over them. Which brings me to the 
ſecond Thing proposd, which was to 
ſhew, 


2. Thar the Authority of the Ch uR CH 
deprives no Man of his Right of private Fndg- 
ment, or of the Privilege of Thinking and 
Judging for himſelf, It may commonly be 
obſerv'd of perverſe and ill-deſigning Men, NM 
That the better to accompliſh any wicked | 
Purpoſe they may have in View, they are 0 

apt to jumble and confound one Thing with 
another, and ſo they can but deceive Mens 
C2 Under- 
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Underſtandings, and impoſe upon their Jud g- 
ments, they are not very ſollicitous whether 
the Method they take be juſtifiable, or not. 
Thus in the Caſe of the eAuthority of the 
Cburch, One would be apt to think, by the 
Miſrepreſentations that are given of it, that 
there was Something in it very heinous and 
deteſtable, that the Clergy of the Church of 
England were a proud and perſecuting Sett of 
Men, whom Nothing would fatisfy but an 
implicite Faith, and blind Obedience to all 


their Doctrines and Determinations, with- 
out allowing ſo much as to examine into the | 


Truth and Reaſonableneſs of them; that 
they arrogated a Power of Framing and Or- 
daining new Articles of Faith, and of Deter- 
mining what was neceſlary to be believed 
and practis'd in Order to Salvation, by their 
own Authoriry : In ſhort, That the main 
Thing they aim'd at, was to be ſupream and 
abſolute over Mens Faith and Manner: 


| Whereas this is all owing to the Fraud and 


Malice of the Enemies and Adverſaries of our 


Cnvunch and CrtrGy, who the more effec- 


tually to deprive Her of Her Power and A. 


tbority in Controverſies of Faith, make Aube. 


rity and Infallibility the ſame Thing; and ſo 
under Pretence of vindicating the CHUAN 
from the Scandal of the former, load Het 


with all the Infamy and Abſurdities of the 


latter; 
a 


th. 
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latter; arraigning Her Authority as a popiſh 
Uſurpation, and Her Prieſts and Clergy, as 
Papiſts in Diſguiſe ! And was there ever any 
Body or Order of Men ſo injurioully treated as L | 
We are? Good God! that the moſt truly Pri- 
mitive and Pure Cuuxch upon Earth, ſhould, 
with Impunity to its Adverſaries, be liable 
to ſuch repeated Inſults and Affronts! It is 
very well known, that the Cyurcn of England 
maintains no ſuch Doctrine, nor challenges 
to Herſelf any Power or Authority, but what is 
very conſiſtent with Her acknowledg'd Falli- 
bility. So far are We from aſſuming to Our- F 
ſelves, what is peculiar to GoD and His 
Curi1srT, that we know of no infallible 
Law-giver upon Earth ; One is our Lord and 
Maſter, even CauR1srT, who is in Heaven, 
He is the only Supream and Infallible Judge 
of Controverſies; and to Him, and Him on- 
, is an abſolute Submiſlion of all our Judg- 
ments and Underſtandings due : So far are 
We from claiming any abſolute, or uncon- 
[ ditional Obedience from the Members of our 
Communion in Things relating to their Faith 
and Manners, under Pretence of being free 
irom Error and Miſtake, that we neither 
| Enow, nor pretend to any Promiſe made to } 
our Cnonxcn, of Her being ſecur'd from Er- { 
tor; but that She hath, and may err in Things 
P*:t2ining unto Go p, and that therefore 
Things 


„ 
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Things ordain'd even by General Councils as 
neceſlary to Salvation, have neither Strength 
nor Authority, unleſs it may be declar'd 
that they be taken out of the Holy Scxi- 
PTURE: So far from forbidding them the 
Uſe of Holy Scxip run, and ſo debarring 
them of the Means of Examining our Do— 
ctrines, by teaching them to reſolve their 
Faith into the Authority of the Church, that 
theſe are ſome of thoſe very Errors and Cor- 
ruptions, which we condemn the Church of 
Rome for; We teach not for Doctrines, theſe 
and ſuch-like Inventions, and Command- 
ments of Men ; but require it as a Duty in- 
cumbent npon all, to ſtudy and ſearch the 
Holy SckietuUREs, as containing all Things 
neceſſary to Salvation; fo that whatſoever 
is not read therein, nor may be prov'd there- 
by, is not to be required of any Man, that 
it ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith, 
or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, Theſe are the expreſs Words of Her 
VIth Article, and in that very Article where 
the Authority of the Church in Controverſies of 
Faith, is aſſerted by Her, it is immediately 
ſubjoyn'd, That © It is not lawful for the 
ec Church to ordain any Thing that is con- 
& trary to Go 's Word written, neither 


c may it ſo expound any Place of Sciip. 


ture, that jt be repugnant to another. 
c Wherefott 
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« Wherefore, altho' the Church be a Wit- 
« neſs and Keeper of Holy Writ; yet as ic 
e ought not to decree any Thing againſt 
« the ſame ; ſo beſides the ſame, ought it 
«© not to enforce any Thing to be believ'd 
© for Neceſſity of Salvation.“ 

Bor to come cloſer to the Thing in 
Hand. As we do not debar the Members of 
our Communion the Uſe of Holy Scrip- 
TURES, So neither do we ſo determine the 
Senſe of it, as to preclude any one the 
Uſe of his own Underſtanding ; every Mem- 
ber of our Cyuvrcu is left to his own Liberty 
to think and judge for himſelf as he pleaſes ; 
u we require and inſiſt upon is, that they be 
quiet and contented within their own Spheres, 
ind not ſuffer'd to impoſe their private Opini- 
ms and Judgments upon others: Haſt thou 
Faith, ſaith the Apoſtle, have it to thy ſelf be- 


fore Go b. If Men will but be modeſt and 


lent in the private Enjoyment of their own 
dentiments, without acting the Dictators and 
Preſcribing to their Superiours, they may be 


happy and compos' d within themſelves, and 


in no Danger of Diſturbance from others; 
But if they will needs be troubleſome and 
ilcontented, unleſs they may take upon em 
to be wiſer than their Superiours, and advance 
what Doctrines and Controverſies they pleaſe, 
and indeed ſet their private Opinions in Oppo- 

ſition 


Rom. xiv. 
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ſition to the eſtabliſh'd Determinations of the 
whole Cuvxcn; She muſt be extreamly 
+4 18 wanting to Her own Preſervation, if, in ſuch 
11. Caſes, She do not ſeverely animadvert upon 
the Diſturbers of Her Peace and Conſtituti- 
on. For as in every well-conſtituted Govern- 
ment in the World, where there are Laws 
and Ordinances to be govern'd by, in Caſe of 
any Controverſy ariſing about the Senſe or 
Meaning of them, it is always the Buſineſs of 
the Magiſtrates and Judges to Interpret and 
Explain them; ſo in every Particular or Na- 
tional C.aurcn, there muſt be ſuch a Power 
in the Governors of it to fix and determine 
the Senſe and Meaning of their own Laws, 
and that authoritatively too, without any 
more regard to Mens private Opinions and 
Sentiments to the contrary, than after due 
examination of the Truth or Falſhood of 'em, 
to puniſh the Offenders, if they continue 
obſtinate, and not content with the Indul- 
gence granted them of living quietly and 
peaceably in the modeſt Enjoyment of their 
own Thoughts, without giving Offence or 
Provocation to their Superiours and Govet- 
nours, who are appointed over them for tlu 
very End and Purpoſe. If after Sentence gi. 
ven, they cannot with Safety to their Min: 
and Conſciences conform their Judgments t 


the Determinations that are made, yet fur 
5 they 
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they are under no Neceſſity of giving Diſ- 
turbance to the Cnuxcn, they cannot con- 
form to; they ought in their private Capa- 
cities at leaſt to allow the ſame Privilege to 
the Cnunxcn in general, that they require 
and contend for to themſelves in particular, 
Viz. of being unmoleſted where Judgment 
and Conſcience are concern'd ; and if they 
can't prevail upon their Underſtandings to 
pay an inward Aſſent and Obedience to the 
Dictates of their Superiours, yet in good 
Manners, they ought to be outwardly modeſt 
and ſubmiſlive in their Behaviour; not petu- 
lent and noiſy, not clamorous and provok- 
ing, leaſt injuſtice to the Cnuxcn, and that 
indiſputable Authority, which Curisr its 
Head, has given to Her, She be abſolutely 
- & oblig'd to proceed againſt them, and pro- 
nounce and condemn them as Hereticks and 
© Unbelievers. And this the Governors of the 
Cuuxc n muſt do, not as having Dominion 
over Mens Faith, or enjoyning them to be- 
lieve juſt how much, and in what Manner, 
they pleaſe, with an implicite Submiſſion of 
their Judgments and Conſciences : but out of 
abſolute Neceſſity, and a juſt Regard to the 
6” Peace and good Government of that Holy ; 
Cuuxcn of which CHRIS r hath made them 
Over. ſcer, it being impoſſible that the Church 
can otherwiſe ſubſiſt, or that there could be 
D {0 
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55 much as the Face or "Appearance of 2 
Church left, where there is not this Authority, 
as Occaſion offers, to vindicate and pre- 
ſerve it. But, 

3. Ir remains in the third and laft Place, 
that I ſhew, That the Authority of the Church 
in Controverſies of Faith, is not deſtructive of, 
bur very conſiſtent with the Authority of the 
Secular e Magiſtrate. "Tis true, indeed, the 
Roman Catholicks will needs claim an Exem- 
ption to their Clergy from all Civil and Se- 
cular Power whatſoever, not in Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters only, but even in Civil and Criminal, 
not allowing them to be ſubje& to the Laws 
of any Secular Government, and fo out of the 
Reach of their Cenſure and Authority. But 
why muſt the Church and Clergy of England, the 
main Bulwark againſt Popery, be charg'd with 
all the Encroachments and Abſurdirics of it? 
Why muſt we of the Church of England, be 
cenſur'd and condemn'd for thoſe Doctrines 
and Practices which are peculiar to the 
Church of Rome, and which we are particu- 
larly and remarkably diſtinguiſh'd from het 
by? Every Body may know, that will but 

1cquaint themſelves with the Declarations of 
our Church, and make a due Enquiry into He! 
Articles and Canons, that She aflerts and 
maintains,“ Thar the King's Majeſty ba 

the chief Power in the Realm of Eng! 
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* and other His Dominions; unto whom 
cc the chief Government of all Eſtates of this 
© Realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or 
ce Civil, doth appertain; as it is in Her 
XXXVII“ Article: And in Her II“ Canon, 
She aſſerts, © That the King hath the ſame 
“ Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, that the 
* godly Kings had among the Fews and Chri- 
ce ſtian Emperors in the Primitive Church.“ 
And here, I cannot but take Notice of what a 
late Author very well obſerves, * That 
© whoever will be at the Pains to compare the 
© Rights and Powers of the Supremacy, as attri- 
buted to our Kings and Queens in the Sta- 
© tutes of K. Henry VIII. and Q. Elizabeth, 


* 


c 


„ with the Rights and Powers of the Supremacy 
= © ofche Empire, as contain'd in the Theodoſian 
\ © and Fuſtinian Codes, and the Fuſtinian Novels, 
> © will find an exact Agreement and Harmony 
between them, and tho' not in the ſame nu- 
$f © merical Terms and Expreſſions; yet alto- 


0 2 gether equivalent, and to all Intents and 
Purpoſes the ſame.” Which, by the Way, 


I think, a very full Anſwer to the Queſtion 
put to us by the Romaniſts, Where was your 
Supremacy before King Henry VIII? vis. 
Where it always was, or ought to have been, 
had not the Pope unlawfully uſurp'd it. 
Bur to make as ſhort of this Matter as I 
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can: The Clergy of the Church of England, 


are oblig'd by the LVth Canon, to own the 


King's Majeſty to be Supreme Governor in 


theſe His Realms and Dominions, over all Per- 


fons, in all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical as 
Temporal. So that as faulty as the See and 
Court of Rome may be, and are, in this Parti- 
cular ; yet the Engliſh Church and Clergy do be- 
lieve and maintain, That our bleſſed Saviour 
by ſeparating to Himſelf a Society and Church 
diſtin& from the World, did not thereby di- 
miniſh or detra& from the Powers of it; So- 
vereign Princes have all Eccleſiactical Juriſ- 
dition, but what is purely Spiritual, and an 
eſſential Part of the. Power of the Keys. The 
Reaſon why we don't own, That they can 
make Canons or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions is, 
becauſe they can't preſcribe or inforce them 
under any ſpiritual Puniſhment, ſuch as Ex- 
communication, Suſpenſion or Degradation ; 
but to affirm, That they cannot enact Laws 
and Conſtitutions, reform Errors and Here- 
ſies in the Church, remedy Encroachments 
and Innovations both in Faith and Diſcipline, 
eſpecially with the Advice and Concurrence 
of the Biſhops and Clergy, is contrary to the 
Senſe and Practice of all Antiquity. The 
Preaching of Gop's Word, the Adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments, and the Binding and Lool- 


ing of Sinners, are Things ſo purely Spiritus) 
that 


— 
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that Kings in their own Perſons can have no- 
thing to do in them; yet they that have, are 
notwithſtanding their Relation to Curisr 
and His Cnuxcn, accountable to them; they 
are no leſs ſubje& to the Higher, i. e. to the 
Civil Powers upon that Account; and are 


equally obnoxious, upon Neglect of Duty in 


their ſeveral Stations, to be puniſh'd by 'em: 
So that the utmoſt that is meant by the In- 
dependence of the Church upon the State, is, 


That the Church and e Miniſtry, being at firſt 


— — 


founded and inſtituted by CHRIST, do not, 


(as is the Caſe of all Civil Officers) derive 
their Being and Original from the Secular 
Powers, and conſequently, no Secular Power 
whatſoever, can with any Right, defeat or a- 
boliſh thoſe Powers of the Church, and the Of- 
ficers of it, which Chriſt their Head hath in- 
veſted them with ; and yet that the Secular 
Powers are ſo far from ſuffering hereby, any 
the leaſt Diminution of their Dignity and 
Authority, that the Object of both is rather 
increas'd and inlarg'd by it; in as much, as 
their Government extends to the Care and 


Inſpection of thoſe Things which were in- 


ſtituted and eftabliſh'd by the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, the Biſhops and Clergy being no 
leſs Subjects to the King or State, becauſe of 
their Relation to Cuxisr and His Cyuvrcn. 

Tuus have I made appear, what J at firſt 
ns undertook 
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undertook to prove, namely, That the Ar 
thority of the Church in Controverſies of Faith, is 
no more, when rightly underſtood, than 
what of-Right belongs to Her; and that with- 
out it, She could not poſſibly ſubſiſt ; That 
this Authority deprives no Man of his Right 


of private Judgment, or of the Privilege of 


Thinking and Fudging for himſelf. And Laſt- 
ly, That it is ſo far from being deſtructi ve of 
or inconſiſtent with the eAuthority of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, that it really in ſome Meaſure ad- 
vances and promotes it. 

Ir is therefore now high time for me to 
relieve yoyr Patience. Give me leave only 
in a word or two tq caution you againſt two 
or three very dangerous ſort of Men, the pre- 
ſent Diſturbers of our Cnuxcn and Cons: 
TUTION. The firſt are the modern «Arian? 
and Freetbinkers of the Age, who as different 
as they may be, and are in ſome Things, yet 
unite in crying down the Power and Autho- 


rity of the Cuuxck and Crrrr ; repreſent- 


ing them as affecting an unreaſonable Domi- 
nion over the Underſtandings and Minds of 
Men, and perſecuting them for Conſcience 
ſake; who concur in aſſerting and yindici- 
ting the Innocency of Error, in advancing 4 
boundleſs Liberty of Thinking and Belier- 
ing in religious Matters juſt how much, ant 
in what Manner they pleaſe ; ; and orovidel 
thef 
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chey keepup to the open Profeſſion and Pra- 
ctice of Morality, no Matter what Sett of 
Notions or Principles they maintain. 

Tux other fort of Men whom I would by 
all means entreat you to beware of, are the 
preſent Eraftians and Libertines of the Age, 
who make all Religion a mere politick and 
human Invention, and under the Pretence of 


Popery, are for baniſhing Chriſtianity out of 


the World; who really believe Nothing of 
that Article of our Creed, which eſtabliſhes 
the belief of the Holy Catholick Church, who are 
for extirpating the very Notion of any viſible 
Chriſtian Church independent on the State, 
or Will of Man ; and who allow only thofe 
to be true Friends to the State, who would 
make the Church a Tool and Creature of it: 
In ſhort, who are for blending Things Sa- 
cred and Civil together, and confounding 
what is temporal and earthly, what is eternal 
and heavenly ; Men who are for bringing 
the World into the Church, and the Church 
into the World, expreſsly againſt the origi- 
nal Conſtitution of the Kingdom and Polity 
of Cur1sT. Theſe are the falſe Prophets 
and Seducers, who ſpeak perverſe Things to 
draw Diſciples after them, whoſe Principles 
I have expogd in the foregoing Diſcourſe : 
And therefore moſt earneſtly beſeech you, 
very carefully to ayoid and to beware of 


«ws 


them. 
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them. And may we all bold faſt the Forw | 


of ſound Words ; contend earneſtly for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints : And not fondly 
imagine, that we may form to Ourſelyes 


what Notions and Whims in Religion we 
pleaſe : but Jet ws all walk by the ſame Rule, 


and ftand faſt in One Spirit, with one Mind: 


And, may the Gop of all Power and Might 


be a Defence to His Cuvacu againſt all Her 
Adverſaries, and eftabliſh Her upon the ſure 


e of Unity and Peace. 


Warcn Goo of His late Mercy 
grant, for the Sake of our Lord Jesus 
CurisrT; To whom with the FATHER, and 
tbe Holy Gnos r, be aſcribed, as is moſs 
Jus, all Honour, Power, (Praiſe,  eAdoration 


and e both . n for evermore 
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